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SUEBI (SUEVI) 


The Suebi or Suevi were a Germanic tribe first recorded as living south of the Baltic Sea by Caesar and 
Tacitus, the term being used both specifically and more generally. The Suebi made their way to the Rhineland, 
and eventually gave their way to Swabia (Schwaben) in modern southwestern Germany. When the Rhine froze 
over during the cold winter of 406/407, a significant group of Suebi crossed into Gaul together with Vandals 
and Alans. After plundering Gaul, all three groups settled in Spain in 409. Here the Suebi shared control of the 
Roman province of Gallaecia with the Hasding Vandals, while the Siling Vandals settled in Baetica and the 
Alans held Lusitania and Carthaginensis. This continued until a joint Roman and Visigothic offensive in 416— 
418, which destroyed the Alans and Siling Vandals and caused the survivors to seek the protection of the 
Hasding Vandals in Gallaecia. This augmented the power of that group, which also sought to lord over the 
Suebi. The Suebi resisted this attempt with Roman and Visigothic aid, and held on to their kingdom, while the 
Vandals and Alans were forced into southern Spain in the early 420s. 

Left without barbarian rivals in Spain, the Suebi soon began to expand out of Gallaecia southward into 
Lusitania (439) and eastward into Baetica and Carthaginensis (441). Repeated Roman attempts to dislodge them 
in the 440s having failed, the Roman emperor Avitus turned over the operations against the Suebi to his 
supporter, the Visigothic king Theoderich II in 455. The Visigothic campaign of 455—456 defeated the Suebi, 
capturing and executing their king Rechiar (who had converted to orthodox Christianity), and nearly destroying 
their kingdom. The Suevic monarchy survived, confined to Gallaecia and part of northern Lusitania, and 
governed by kings weakened by civil war and Visigothic interference, which included the conversion to Arian 
Christianity in the 460s. We know very little about the Suebi and their history from 469 to 570; even the order 
and identity of their kings remains uncertain. In 550, more than three decades before his Visigothic counterpart, 
king Chararich appears to have converted his people to orthodox Christianity for good, and later kings 
sponsored local councils at Braga and Lugo. This conversion seems to have exacerbated the latent conflict with 
the Visigoths (who were then still Arian), and war broke out in the early 570s and again in 583 — 585. The 
second of these wars proved fatal for the Suevic kingdom, and it was finally conquered by the Visigothic king 
Leuvigild in 585. 

Names are presented in standardized German forms, followed by modern Spanish forms in italics. The 
chronology, genealogy, and even the order of kings reigning between 469 and 570 are highly uncertain. 
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Kings of the Suebi 

Hermerich (Hermerico) ... king of the Suebi; settled in Spain 409; abdicated, died 441 

Rechila (Requila) ... son of Hermerich 

Rechiar (Requiario) ... son of Rechila 

Agiulf (Agiulfo) ... usurper; Visigothic vassal 

Maldras (Maldras) ... son of Massilia 

— Framta (Frantdn) ... rival in Gallaecia 457 

— Rechimund (Requimundo) ... son of Masdra; rival in Gallaecia 457—464 
Frumar (Frumarius) ... brother of Rechimund 

Remismund (Remismundo) ... son of Maldras 
Hermenerich (Hermenerico) ... son of (?) Maldras 
Theodemund (Teodemundo) ... son of (?) Remismund 
Veremund (Veremundo) ... son of (?) Theodemund 
Chararich (Catrarico) ... son of (?) Hermenerich 
Ariamir (Ariamiro) ... son of (?) Chararich 
Theodemir (Teodomiro) ... son of (?) Ariamir 
Miro (Miro) ... son of (?) Theodemir 
Eborich (Eborico) ... son of Miro 

Andeca (Andeca) ... married Siseguntia, mother of Eborich 
(to the Visigoths 585) 

— Malarich (Malarico) ... Suevic rebel 585 



